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There Is No Better Way to Support MRT Than to Crack Open a Cold One 
 
The McKenzie River Trust (MRT) is proud to announce its collaboration with the Oregon 
Brewsheds Project in an effort to support National Forests watershed health and the 
Oregon craft beer industry.  
 
MRT is partnered with a wide variety of public, private, and non-profit entities on the 
Oregon Brewsheds Project.  The National Forest Foundation, Eugene Water and Electric 
Board, the US Forest Service, the Oregon Brewer’s Guild, the Oregon Association of 
Resource Conservation & Development Councils, and MRT are all working together to 
improve the protection of the McKenzie River, and ensure that there is clean water, an 
essential ingredient for producing great craft beer.   
 
By partnering with local craft breweries MRT can engage in a mutually beneficial 
relationship for both the environment and the economy. Approximately 1 million people 
in the cities of Portland, Salem, Eugene and Bend drink water that originates from the Mt 
Hood, Willamette, and Deschutes National Forests, and protecting these watersheds is 
extremely important to the health and stability of these growing cities. There is also a 
direct connection between the quality of water in local watersheds and quality of 
production of good craft beer, creating an economic incentive for the growing craft beer 
industry in Oregon.  
 
The Oregon Brewsheds Project has been the inspiration for multiple campaigns that have 
helped raise money for MRT.  For example, Oakshire Brewery’s “1 percent for 
watersheds” donates one percent of craft beer sales to MRT and is active in its efforts to 
get other craft breweries to do the same.  Oakshire’s founder Jeff Althouse said, “A big 
part of the success of Oakshire is the quality of the water we use to make our great brews. 
By donating 1 percent of our profits to protect the McKenzie River watershed, we are 
doing our part to ensure that this source of great water continues to help us produce great 
beer. In the years to come, we hope to encourage other craft breweries in Oregon to join 
our effort. The Oregon Brewsheds Project helped get this idea kick-started; over time, we 
hope that other breweries join the party and work to protect other watersheds in Oregon.” 
Another brewery that has joined Oakshire in efforts to support MRT is Ninkasi, who 
helped raise awareness about the importance of clean water and watershed protection by 
instituting an ad camping and commemorative cups and bottle caps marking EWEB’s 
centennial celebration.  
 
 



The Oregon Brewsheds Project hopes to have 50 craft breweries participating by 2015. 
According to estimates from the Oregon Brewsheds Project, “If each of these breweries 
was to set aside 5 cents per brew, it would produce a yearly fund of over $2 million 
dollars”.  The money would be used to support MRT watershed restoration and protection, 
as well as the energy and water efficiency programs in the production of Oregon craft 
beers.  
 
So go head and crack open a cold one for MRT.  
 


